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• Course content?
• Location?
• Accommodation?
• Social Life?
• Advice from friends & family?
• Career prospects?
• Living costs?
• University ranking?



Most people will pick 
their subject first, then 
find out where they can 
go to study that

There are lots of other 
things to consider, and 
your priorities can 
change

There is no right or wrong 
answer when it comes to 
the most important factor

*Taken from the Natwest Student Living Index 2022



There are over 350 institutions and around 
35,000 courses to choose from on UCAS

You don’t have to take something that you’ve 
already studied in the past

Kent alone has over 200 courses to choose from

People will choose courses based on lots of 
different criteria, for example:  

- Specific course content

- Entry requirements

- Academic facilities

- Careers prospects  

- University reputation



University courses work very differently to 
A Level or GCSE courses

Studying a particular course varies greatly 
between institutions, with different topics 
covered or levels of choice available. 

Some courses also offer you the chance to 
choose which topics you study within the 
course 

Other courses might be more restrictive, 
requiring you to cover specific content in 
order to qualify e.g. Medicine, Social Work

Make sure you look at the course content in detail- don’t assume 
based on the title! 



How are you taught? 

• Lectures

• Seminars 

• Workshops

• Placements

How are you assessed?

• Essays

• Assignments 

• Presentations

• Practical Work

• Exams 

Contact hours will vary between 
courses- some rely more on classes 
while others value independent study

Courses with lower contact hours will 
expect you to do more independent 
study



Each university will have different grade or subject 
requirements for a place on their courses

This can be for various reasons, such as the university’s 
reputation or course content. 

Make sure to check around for the right entry requirements to 
fit your expected grades. 

Universities set their entry requirements based on how 
demanding they feel the course is. Choosing a course with 
appropriate entry requirements is your interest as well.

Comparison for BA History



• We take a rounded view of an applicant’s achievements – making 
sure every applicant is considered fairly based upon their 
achievements and within the context of their experiences to date. 

• You don’t need to do anything extra – we get everything we need 
via your UCAS application!

• Contextual offers are up to 16 UCAS points lower that the 
University Standard Offer.

• If you don’t meet our Contextual Admissions eligibility*, you may 
still be offered a ‘Flexible Offer’

• Flexible offers are up to 8 UCAS points lower than the University 
Standard Offer. Applicants with predicted grades 16 UCAS points 
lower than the university standard offer, will be eligible for a 
flexible offer if they meet certain criteria.*

*Eligibility criteria and further information 
can be found on our website.



This means taking an additional year of study at the beginning of the 
course with more introductory content 

Lower average entry requirements (e.g BBB vs AAA) 

No subject specific entry requirements  

Foundation students still have access to student finance, accommodation 
and all the other elements of the student experience
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Making the jump from school/ college to degree level 
study can be daunting, but you will be supported the 
whole way

•

•

•

•
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• Do you want a campus or city university? 

• What kind of social facilities do you want?

• Are there societies or sports team to join? 

• What are the student support services like? 

• Which kind of accommodation do you want? 

• How far from home do you want to be?

• Can you see yourself living there for three or 
four years? 

Choosing a university isn’t just about the course, your 
experience outside the classroom is just as important. 

It’s vital you consider the non-academic side of 
student life as well when. 



Universities will typically be based on a 
campus, or spread around a city

• – everything in one place

•  – everything spread around an area

Each model has advantages and 
drawbacks, depending on your preferences

Being a campus or a city university can 
have a big impact on the environment of 
the university and what it’s like to live/ 
study there. 



University of Kent (Canterbury Campus)

Everything in one place 

Exclusive university facilities 

Self-contained student community

Easy to get around

Further from public facilities

Less integrated with the local area
Canterbury City Centre

25 minutes 

10 minutes



Portsmouth (University buildings highlighted) 

More integrated into city community

Greater Range of Locations

Easier access to public facilities

Better access to public transport hubs

Harder to get around

Less centralised student community



University offers many students the chance to 
move away from home for the first time

This can be a fantastic experience and has plenty 
of advantages

• Live close to your classes and university facilities

• Learn how to take care of yourself and live 
independently- develop everyday life skills

• Move into a supported environment where help is 
available from the university 

• Live alongside students your own age and meet 
new people



Many universities have first years living on 
campus – check whether this is guaranteed 
and where you can live in subsequent years.  

Most universities will offer different types of 
rooms and accommodation styles to suit 
various preferences or budgets

• Ensuite

• Shared bathroom 

• Self-catered 

• Part-catered 

Prices will vary, but typically range from 
£5,000 – 10,000 per year

For all accommodation at Canterbury, see www.kent.ac.uk/accommodation/canterbury 

http://www.kent.ac.uk/accommodation/canterbury


•

•

•

• student union’s
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www.kent.ac.uk/sports/membership/free-membership



Rewards outstanding academic, 
sporting or musical achievement



•

•
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University offers a supportive environment with 
teams of professionals to help with everything from 
personal  and mental wellbeing to practical, 
everyday issues.

Check what kind of help a university can offer you, 
especially if you already think you might need 
further support



• Accommodation guarantee

• 1-2-1 admissions support

• Make connections before you start - , 
make friends before you start



All interested Year 12 or FE Year 1 students can apply. Priority is 
given to those who meet more than one of the following criteria: 

This free programme is designed to help young people 
from Kent and Medway explore both the academic and 
social side of university life and runs throughout Years 12 
and 13.

You will also be part of an enrichment programme whilst 
studying at Kent and will be eligible for a scholarship 
worth between £500-£2,000 for each year of 
undergraduate study at the University of Kent.

https://www.kent.ac.uk/schools-and-colleges/the-succeed-programme

Deadline for applications: 14 February 2025

https://www.kent.ac.uk/schools-and-colleges/the-succeed-programme
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• Course content?
• Location?
• Accommodation?
• Teaching quality?

• Career prospects?
• Living costs?
• University ranking?
• Social life?

There are lots of measures used to assess 
universities
Work out which factors are most important to you 
and then look up the statistics for those areas
E.g. If job prospects are important for you, check 
what percentage of graduates go on to work or 
further study. 



• Module choices and details

• Specific subject requirements

• Foundation entry options 

• Year Abroad and Year in Industry options

• Professional body accreditations 

• Testimonials

• Graduate destinations and employability information



Universities in the UK and all around 
the world are ranked each year by 
various organisations. This can give a 
good overview of a universities quality, 
but there are important points to bear 
in mind: 

- Don’t rely on just one league table

- Don’t just look at an overall university 
score, look at specific subjects and 
departments

- Check rankings based on your own 
important criteria

- Forget your preconceptions about 
different universities 



Open Days
Social Media

Websites

Student Forums

Prospectus



www.kent.ac.uk/visit 

Open-days and campus tours 
represent the best resources for 
university research 

• See facilities in-person 

• Tour the accommodation

• Talk to staff and students 

• Visit the local area 

• Experience the journey there 

and back

Open-days are free to attend and 
take place throughout the year 

Visit opendays.com for a full list of 
all university open-days 

http://www.kent.ac.uk/visit
https://www.opendays.com/


• - look at 
what is taught and how

•
- you may also be living there for 

3-4 years 

• - 
consider the support available and 
opportunities outside your course

• - take your time to research and 
visit the university if you can to build a 
sense of what it’s really like. 

• - this is ultimately your 
decision, so make sure you choose the 
option you feel happiest about. 



OPEN DAYS

 

CAMPUS TOURS
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This presentation was updated in June 2023. The University of Kent makes every effort 
to ensure that the information contained in its publicity materials is fair and accurate and provide 
educational services as described.  However, the courses, services and other matters may be 
subject to change. For the most up-to-date information see www.kent.ac.uk/ug Full details of our 
terms and conditions can be found at www.kent.ac.uk/termsandconditions 
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